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SUBJECT: PROPOSED OPENING OF USIS LIBRARY 

1. AS EMBASSY IS AWARE, WE NOTED TO DIP AGENCY SOME TIME AGO 
THAT, IN CONNECTION WITH AMBASSADOR'S PRESENCE IN LENINGRAD 
ON MAY 22 FOR METROPOLITAN MUSEUM OPENING, WE PLANNED TO HAVE 
"OFFICIAL OPENING" OF P AND C LIBRARY AT CONSULATE GENERAL. 
DIPAGENCY WAS AT THE TIME NONCOMMITTAL BUT OBVIOUSLY INTERESTED 
IN WHO WE THOUGHT MIGHT VISIT LIBRARY. 

2. AT CONGEN RECEPTION MAY 16 FOR ADMIRAL LANGILLE AND VISITING 
U.S. NAVAL SHIPS, HEAD OF DIPAGENCY POPOV TOOK ME ASIDE TO SAY 
HE HAD BEEN INSTRUCTED BY MID TO TELL ME THAT WE COULD OPEN 
LIBRARY BUT ON CLEAR UNDERSTANDING THAT IT WAS "ONLY FOR USE 
OF CONSULATE EMPLOYEES". I EXPRESSED ASTONISHMENT. NOTED 
THAT VARIOUS SOVIET OFFICIALS HAD ALREADY VISITED LIBRARY AND 
BENEFITED FROM ITS RESOURCES, AND ADDED THAT IT WAS IN ANY CASE 
OPEN TO ANYONE WHO CHOSE TO COME IN, AS FAR AS WE WERE CONCERNED. 
POPOV MERELY REPEATED WHAT HE HAD SAID BEFORE AND REFUSED TO 

BE DRAWN INTO DISCUSSION. IN THE END HE ONLY ADDED THAT QUESTION 
OF INFORMATION CENTERS OPEN TO PUBLIC WOULD HAVE TO BE DECIDED 
IN DISCUSSIONS BETWEEN MOSCOW AND WASHINGTON. 

3. 1 BELIEVE IT IS BETTER THAT WE THUS LEAVE OUR P&C LIBRARY 
IN ITS PRESENT INDETERMINATE, ALBEIT FUNCTIONING STATUS IN 
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NOTHING TO BE GAINED AND COULD WELL BE LOST IN 

ATTEMPTING TO PROCEED WITH A FORMAL OPENING WHICH SOVIET OFFICIALS 
PROBABLY WOULD NOT ATTEND. ACCORDINGLY, I BELIEVE WE SHOULD 
SHELVE OUR PLAN FOR THE OPENING CEREMONY FOR THE TIME BEING 
AND RESURRECT IT WHEN AND AS CIRCUMSTANCES ARE MORE PROPITIOUS. 

NEUBERT 
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